Parnell
reclaiming land about Avondale* He was a magistrate and
a Deputy-Lieutenant for Wicklow* He liked hunting and
shooting, but was fonder still of cricket, which he played very
well* His liking for this English game was so great that he
maintained a cricket club at his own charge. He was a quiet
man on most occasions, although his temper was high when
he was roused, and he had an obstinate strain in him which
made him difficult to deal with* A rumour that Emily had
run away with Captain Dickinson was sufficient to make him
alter his will, leaving her out of it, although the rumour was
not true* But he greatly disliked the Dickinson family, and
was determined, if he could, to prevent a marriage between
one of them and his daughter* It seemed to him that he
could most easily do this by disinheriting Emily* The event
proved that he was wrong, but it would have been better
for her if it had proved him right* He insisted, against his
doctor's advice, in going up to Dublin from Avondale to
play in a cricket match between the Leinster and the Phoenix
teams* He had been " suffering from rheumatism of the
stomach, and had been warned by Sir Frederick Marsh not
to indulge in violent exercise* But he had a determined will,
and, like Charley, when he had made up his mind to a thing,
carried it out at all cost* The result was that, although in a
high fever, he insisted on playing in the match* He felt
worse on his return to the Shelbourne Hotel, and sent for a
doctor; but it was too late, and he died next day***1 Mrs*
Dickinson says that he went " straight from the cricket match
to his solicitor's to make his will," and presumably to dis-
inherit her*2
His love of country life was not shared by his young wife,
who found Avondale dull after the excitements of New York;
but as her babies came, she found herself fully occupied with
1  Charles Stewart Parnell, by his brother, John Howard Parnell, p*s8*
2  A Patriot's Mistake, by Emily Monroe Dickinson, p* 31*
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